Those wishing to construct word sets as stimuli for psycholinguistic experiments must take into account a large number of characteristics of the words (see Cutler, 1981; Whaley, 1978) . The Medical Research Council (MRC) Psycholinguistic Database version 1, was provided as an on-line service (see Coltheart, 1981a , of which this paper is an update) to provide such control in selecting word sets. The service drew on three files and several access programs. The first file was a dictionary of words, the second and third files were sets of word association norms from the Edinburgh Thesaurus (Kiss, Armstrong, Milroy and Piper, 1973) . The service has now been discontinued.
The second version of the MRC Psycholinguistic Database is being provided as a computer usable resource rather than as a service. An updated version of the dictionary file from the database is being provided for public research purposes along with some programs which can be used either to access the dictionary, or as examples on which to model programs which match users' specific needs. The changes from the first version of the database include the addition of 52299 new entries, the inclusion of data on written word capitalisation and spoken word frequency, and an expansion of the categorisations used for several properties.
Corrections have also been made to erroneous entries discovered during the use of version 1. The entries for reversed spelling and reversed phonetic transcription which were included in version 1 have been removed, since their role can also be filled by the entries for forward spelling and phonetic transcription.
The MRC Psycholinguistic Database dictionary differs from other machine usable dictionaries in that it includes not only syntactic information but also psychological data for the entries (see Amsler, 1984 for a review of other machine readable dictionaries). It also differs from most conventional dictionaries in that it does not currently attempt to provide any semantic information. It is designed to be of use to psycholinguists in selecting stimulus materials for testing; for use by researchers in artificial intelligence as a source of information required for natural language processing and cognitive simulation, and for use by computer scientists who wish to use the word lists and syntactic information in the design of text processors.
The file contains 150837 words and provides information about 26 different linguistic properties, although it is not the case that information about every property is available for every one of the 150837 words: nobody, for example, has yet collected imagery ratings on such a large set of words, and thus only 9240 of the words possess an imagery rating. The dictionary file does not contain any information which is original to it, but was assembled by merging a number of smaller databases of limited availability.
The dictionary file currently occupies 11 Mbyte as a sequential UNIX 1 file. Each entry occupies one line of the dictionary. The composition of the dictionary file is summarised in Table 1 , which specifies the linguistic properties described in an entry. The first column indicates the numbered name of the data field used elsewhere in programs and documentation. The second column specifies the identity of the linguistic property, and the third column indicates the number of words in the database for which information about a particular linguistic property is available. The first fourteen properties are stored in the file as numerical values. For these properties, the occurrence count refers to the number of non zero entries. Table 1 about here
The first three properties refer to counts based on the entries in the WORD and PHON fields. The other properties require some explanation:
K-F-FREQ, K-F-NCATS, K-F-NSAMP
The first of these refers to a word's written frequency of occurrence as given in the norms of Kucera and Francis (1967) . K-F-NCATS gives the number of categories of text in which the word was found and K-F-NSAMP gives the number of samples found when constructing the norms. Kucera and Francis (1967) should be consulted if these are to be used.
T-L-FREQ
This is the written frequency of occurrence as given in the L count of Thorndike and Lorge (1944) . If you plan to use this frequency count, you are advised to read details about it in the Thorndike -Lorge book. For example, the frequency value of a singular word which has a regular plural includes the frequency of the plural form, and this is true for other kinds of derivations too.
BROWN-FREQ This stands for the frequency count of spoken English derived from the London-Lund
Corpus of English Conversation (Svartvik and Quirk, 1980) by Brown (1984) . There are 14529 entries for 8985 different strings in the WORD field.
FAM CONC and IMAG These stand for subjective ratings of printed words for 'familiarity', 'concreteness' and 'imageability' respectively. These were derived from merging three sets of norms:
Paivio (unpublished, these are an expansion of the norms of Paivio, Yuille and Madigan, 1968) , Toglia and Battig (1978) and Gilhooly and Logie (1980) . These are expressed as integer values between 100 and 700 (in the original norms the equivalent range was 1.00 to 7.00). The three sets of norms correlated highly and were merged by adjusting both the means and standard deviations before averaging. The exact method used is described in detail in Appendix 2 of Coltheart (1981b) .
MEANC and MEANP These are the meaningfulness ratings from the Colorado norms of Toglia and Battig (1978) , and the norms of Paivio (unpublished) multiplied by 100 to produce a range from 100 to 700.
The two sets of meaningfulness ratings were not merged because their correlations were low (only +.529) and the mean values for a set of words common to the two sets of norms were very low (see Toglia and Battig, 1978, Table 2 ). These differences are due to differences in the instructions to subjects. Thus the two sets of meaningfulness ratings are not comparable, and so were kept separate.
AOA This is age of acquisition from the norms of Gilhooly and Logie (1980) , multiplied by 100 to produce a range from 100 to 700.
TQ2 When TQ2 has the value Q (40810 occurrences), this word is a derivational variant of another word in the dictionary file (e.g. baptist, from baptism). When TQ2 has the value 2 (4166 occurrences), the word ends in the letter R and this R is not pronounced, except when the next word begins with a vowel. When an entry should have both values 2 and Q for this attribute, Q is given in this field, and both values are given in DPHON.
WTYPE and PDWTYPE WTYPE is the syntactic category as represented in the database assembled by Dolby, Resnikoff and MacMurray (1963) which was created by taking all the left justified bold faced words from the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary (Onions, 1933) together with the parts of speech given by that dictionary. In addition, words were taken from the Cornell University tape of 20,000 commonly used words, and the parts of speech for all these words found in the third edition of Webster's New International Dictionary. There are ten different syntactic categories, coded as shown in 
